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SUBJECT: COMMANDER MAURITANIAN AIR FORCE REPORTEDLY SHOT DOWN 

REE: NOUAKCHOTT 1624 

1. ACCORDING STORY CIRUCLATING FRF, FLY ON NOUAKCHOTT INFORMAL NEWS 
CIRCUIT MAJOR MUHAMMAD WLD BAH WLD ABD AL-QAADIR,COMMANDER 
OF MAURITANIN AIR FORCE (GARIM) AND HIS COPILOT WERE SHOT 
DOWN BY POLISARIO SOMEWHERE NEAR ZOUERATE JULY 15. 'ABD AL-QAADIR 
CRASHED LANDED HIS DEFENDER; HE AND COPILOT GOT OUT OF AIRCRAFT AND 
400 METERS AWAY BEFORE DOWNED PLANE EXPLODED AND BURNED; TWO 
GARIM OFFICERS KNOWING POLISARIO WERE ONLY FEWFILOMETERS AWAY 
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SUCCESFULLY HID IN RAVINE. POLIUARIO SQUAD ARRIVED,SEARCHED 
WRECK AND SURROUNDING AREA; CONCLUDED CREW HAD BEEN LOST WITH 
PLANE; CHALKED POLISARIO VICTORY SLOGANS AND "NO SURVIVORS" 

ON WRECK IN ARABIC AND SPANISH, AND DEPARTED. ABD AL-QAADIR 
AND COPILOT WERE PICKED UP 24 HOURS LATER BY MAURITANIAN 
GROUND PATROL. 
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2. VARIOUS VERSIONS (ONE OE OURS CAME FROM NOUAKCHOTT AIRPORT 
FLIGHT LINE PERSONNEL) AGREE THAT 'ABD AL-QAADIR WAS 
SEARCHING FOR REPORTED POLISARIO FORCE AND THAT POLISARIO UNIT 
WHICH DOWNED HIM WAS FORCE WHICH ATTACKED ZOUERATE AT DAWN 
NEXT DAY. THEY ALSO AGREE THAT PLANE WAS HIT BY "CANNON " 

(PERHAPS SOVIET 12.7MM AA MACHINE GUN) NOT SAM-7 OR SCREEN 

OF MACHINE GUN FIRE. VERSIONS DIFFER ON WHETHER ABD AL-QAADIR 
GOT OFF MESSAGE REPORTING SIGHTING AND LOCATION OF POLISARIO ATTACK 
FORECE BEFORE CRASH LANDING. DETAILS OF HIT ALSO VARY; ONE 
VERSION REPORTS BAD AL-QAADIR BLACKED OUT MOMENTARILY BEFORE 
CRASH LANDING PLANE; OTHERS ASSERT THAT AFTER LOSING TAIL 
SURFACE CONTROLS TO POLISARIO FIRE, AND RELUCANT TO ATTEMPT 
TO CRASH LAND WITH FULL LOAD OF ROCKETS STILL ABOARD, 

'ABD AL-QAADIR CIRCULED, SALVOED ROCKETS AT POLISARIO COLUMN, 

AND THEN PULLED OUT TO LAND. 

3. AT THIS POINT, WE ARE UNABLE TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH OF 

THIS STORY IS HARD FACT AND HOW MUCH IS INFORMAL NEWS CIRUCIT 
EMBROIDERY. SEEMS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THATHGARIM HAS LOST 
ANOTHER DEFENDER, AND THAT INVENTORY IS NOW TWO. 
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